
CNPS Horticulture
restoring nature one garden at a time
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An incredibly important place with more native plant species 
than any other state.
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CALIFORNIA IS SPECIAL



What we do here in California matters to the whole world.
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BIODIVERSITY HOTSPOT



NATIVE PLANTS ARE THE FOUNDATION OF OUR ECOSYSTEMS 
The basis of our food webs upon which all life depends.

Photo: Tony Tubbs



Did you know that 90% of these insects can only eat the plants 
with which they’ve co-evolved!
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Source Doug Tallamy



WHAT 
WE 
PLANT 
MATTERS!

HOA footprint in 
MNWD service area.

Residential homes 
influenced by HOA 
and City CC&Rs.



LESSONS LEARNED

LANDSCAPES THAT DON’T SOLVE PROBLEMS
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MULCH AND ROCK
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x Aesthetics    x Watershed    x Soil    x Habitat



DESERT LANDSCAPES
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x Aesthetics    x Watershed    x Soil    x Habitat



TROPICAL / SUCCULENT / SYNTHETIC TURF
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x Aesthetics    x Toxic    x Watershed    x Soil    x Habitat



INVASIVES!!!

x Mexican Feather Grass
Photo: Kristen Wernick



1. Support life
2. Sequester carbon
3. Clean and manage water
4. Enrich soil
5. Support pollinators

WE must raise the bar for what we ask our landscapes to do:

Source Doug Tallamy
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NEW CRITERIA FOR CHOOSING OUR 
LANDSCAPES

Source: Doug Tallamy

Future criteria for choosing plants for our landscapes
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OUR LANDSCAPES ARE FORAGING HUBS

What birds see when they look at our yards.
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CA NATIVES SOLVE PROBLEMS!



.
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NATIVE GARDENS EXCEL AT WATER EFFICIENCY
56% less green waste 68% less maintenance83% less water



Here’s what you can do

Plan for Rain Plant Local Plant for Success Maintenance
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PLAN FOR RAIN
Design for rain 

water capture 
and use 
permeable 
surfaces

Plant in the fall

Water deeply 
and 
infrequently

Avoid regular 
summer 
watering!
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PLANT LOCAL
Best performers

Adapted to the 
local climate 
conditions

Best source of 
nectar, food, and 
habitat

DON’T plant an 
invasive!

Visit PlantRight.org
for more info
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https://plantright.org/


PLANT FOR SUCCESS Hydrozone!  

Right plant, 
right place -
sun or shade, 
soil type, etc.

Plant local, 
evergreen 
foundation 
plants

Space for 
mature growth
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HYDROZONE?
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PLAN FOR LOW MAINTENANCE

LOW Maintenance!Not ZERO Maintenance
Photo: Tara CollinsPhoto: Kristen Wernick



DESIGN TIP!

You can create any design aesthetic or style using California native plants: 
Tuscan, Mediterranean, Japanese, Contemporary, and more!

Photo: Pete Veilleux, East Bay Wilds
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TREES

SHRUBS

x Crepe Myrtle
x Strawberry Tree
x Olive

x Pepper 
x Eucalyptus
x Melaleuca

 W. Redbud
 Manzanita
 Bay Laurel

 Engelmann Oak
 CA Sycamore
 Catalina Ironwood

x Indian Hawthorne    
x Pittosporum
x Boxwood

x Acacia
x Oleander
x Privet

 Manzanita
 Buckwheat
 Ribes

 Lemonadeberry
 Toyon
 Coffee Berry
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PERENNIALS

GROUNDCOVERS

x Lavender          x Gazania   
x Daylily              x Kangaroo Paw
x Iceberg Rose   x Butterfly Bush

 Sages
 Douglas Iris
 Buckwheat

 CA Fuchsia
 Sticky Monkey
 Penstemon

x Natal Plum       x Myoporum
x Star Jasmine    x Rosemary
x Dymonida x Kurapia

 CA Lilac     
 Buckwheat
 Yarrow 

 Manzanita
 Sage
 Yerba Buena
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SUCCULENTS

x Ice Plant
x Echiveria
x Blue Chalk Sticks

 Lanceleaf Liveforever
 Chalk Dudleya
 Lady Fingers

GRASSES

 Purple Three Awn
 Deer Grass
 Blue Eyed Grass

 Canyon Prince
 Juncus
 Melica

x Mexican Feather
x Fountain Grass
x Society Garlic

x Flax
x Dianella
x Bulbine
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Homeowners in 
Florida have 

accidentally saved the 
Atala butterfly from 

extinction!

Residential and commercial landscapes are powerful 
conservation tools.



YOU CAN 
MAKE 
THESE 
CHANGES!



CALSCAPE.org

Search by 
address, city, 
or zip code

Search 
common or 
botanical 
names



NURSERIES
Alphabetical 

list of nurseries 
carrying CA 
native plants

Click on star to 
see nursery 
info

 Inventories 
uploaded to 
Calscape



PLANTING
GUIDES

Hand selected 
plant list by 
your local OC 
Chapter 
experts.

Design ideas 
and templates
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