
The New 
California
Garden



Beautiful
Interesting

Sustainable

Climate-Appropriate

Welcoming

Long-lived

Water Conserving

Healthy
Habitat

Alive
Low Maintenance

SUSTAINABLE GARDENS ARE…

Diverse DynamicHealing

REGENERATIVE GARDENS ARE…



The amount of US land 

managed for esthetics is 

similar in scale to the land in 

corn cultivation (over 91M 

acres in 2014) or in all US 

national and state parks

(99M acres). 

Resources:  USDA ERS



The Watershed 

Approach

 Landscape with our Climate

 Build Living Soil

 Use Rainwater as a Resource

 Think Permeable

 Design with Native Plants

 Use Least Toxic Methods                 

(IPM)



Do we have an Identity Crisis?



Mediterranean Climate Zones



Blue:  Avg Rainfall

Yellow:  Avg Temp

Green:  Gardening season!
Resources:  The Mediterranean Garden Society

*1” = 25.4 mm



*1” = 25.4 mm

Blue:  Avg Rainfall

Yellow:  Avg Temp

Green:  Gardening season!



Our 

Natural 

Landscape



Designed for Salt?

 Native to swamps,                

salt marshes 

 < 3% Native

 Feedback Loop

 Limited

 Includes IPC     

classified invasives



Designed 

for ‘Pests?’
The widespread 
replacement of millions of 
acres of native vegetation 
with primarily non-native 
ornamental plants in 
managed landscapes is a 
growing problem for the 
organisms that depend on 
native plants for food, 
shelter, and places to rear 
their young.

-US EPA





Dirt Versus Soil



One teaspoon of soil…is Alive!

1 Billion Bacteria

3 Yards Fungal

Filaments

Thousands of

Protozoa

Hundreds of

Nematodes

QUICK TIP!

Test for 

BIOLOGY and

CHEMISTRY. 

AMEND FOR 

BIOLOGY 

FIRST!



TO MINIMIZE SOIL 

COMPACTION

INCREASE LIFE IN SOIL



Soil & Water

Work Together

WATER – INFILTRATED!

Rainwater is:

• pH neutral 

• Has no damaging 

salts 

• No antibacterials

(chloramine, fluoride, 

chlorine) to damage 

soil organisms. 

Healthy Soil:

• Infiltrates

• Cleans and filters

• Holds water - stable 



Seasonal rainwater capture

Redirected to landscape



The Watershed Garden

SLOW IT

SPREAD IT

SINK IT

QUICK TIP!

Look for Places 

to Eliminate 

Runoff

Slow  Spread  

& Sink Water



Permeable

Paving



Plants: A Celebration of Place

Canyon Prince 

Wild Rye

Patrick’s Point

Red Fescue

Palmer’s

Abutilon

Blue Hesper

Palm

California 

Fuschia
Shaw’s Agave



Engelmann Oak…Our Oak

‘The largest of the 
remaining populations
occur near areas of the 
most rapid urbanization
in Southern California, 
threatening the 
existence of the trees.’

-Pacific Horticulture

QUICK TIP!

CHOOSE

NATIVE

FIRST!



Subtle and 

Soft



Dramatic 

and Bold



Partners with a Purpose!

1/8 to 4/5 inch long

Adult Mealybug Destroyer

1/4 inch long 

Lady Beetle Adult and 

Larva
Green Lacewing Adult 

and Larva

1/8 to 4/5 inch long

Resources:  UC ANR 



Respect Ancient

Relationships



Cloudless Sulfur Butterfly



Bluebirds:
grasshoppers, crickets, beetles, 

larvae, moths

Grosbeaks:
larvae, caterpillars, beetles

Nuthatches:
tree and shrub insects such as borers, 

caterpillars, ants and earwigs

Oriole:
caterpillars, larvae, beetles, 

grasshoppers

Sparrows:
beetles, caterpillars, cutworms

Swallows:
moths, beetles, grasshoppers

Warblers:

caterpillars, aphids, whitefly

Woodpeckers:
larvae, beetles, weevils, borers

Bugs Birds Eat…

Lizards, too!

QUICK TIP!

Ecology…Essential 

for Garden Health!



Natural - Emphasizes

Spirit of Place



1. Design in Summer, Plant in Fall

2.  Grade for Rain, not Runoff

4.  Invite Beneficials of all Kinds

3. Build Soil for Plant Health

5.  Reduce Summer Water after a Year

6.  Choose Plants Carefully and Plant Right!

Practical Tips for HOAs 
(…and other large managed landscapes)



Thank you!

Arroyo Lupine


